
William’s Walk 
William's Walk retraces the journey made by William, priest of Dode, to St. Benedict’s 
church in Paddlesworth when Dode church ceased to be used as a parish church in 
1367 after the Black Death wiped out the entire village. 

This circular walk conveniently starts at Holly Hill car park. From there it's a short walk to 
Dode church where William’s Walk to St. Benedict’s church in Paddlesworth commences. 
The hike leads through beautiful ancient woodland and farming fields with magnificent 
views of the Kent countryside.  

Walking back from Paddlesworth to Holly Hill car park via the ancient Pilgrims Way to 
Canterbury, gives you even more stunning views of the North Downs. 

 

   

 

Detailed Directions (scan QR code for route) 
Part 1: Holly Hill Wood carpark to the lost village of Dode 

1. Start at Holly Hill Wood carpark (DA13 0UB). 
2. Leave the carpark turning left into Holly Hill. 
3. Walk past Holly Hill House onto the byway,  

all the way down to Wrangling Lane. 
4. Turn left at Wrangling Lane. 
5. After 70 meters, Dode Church is on the right-hand side.  

 
Part 2: William’s walk, Dode church to St. Benedict’s in Paddlesworth 

6. Leaving Dode church, turn right 
to continue on Wrangling lane. 

7. After 650 meters turn left into 
the footpath just before the gas works. 

8. Follow the footpath, crossing Holly Hill (road), and 
passing Holly Hill House on the left to enter the fields. 

9. Walk straight through the fields until the edge of the 
woods. 

10. Take the footpath straight ahead through the woods 
until the dirt track where you turn left. 

11. Follow the dirt track on the right through the (open) 
gate. Note the footpath on the left is an alternative 
route that also leads to the Pilgrims way. 

12. The track leads to another private road. Enter the footpath on the left across this road. 
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13. Continue the footpath till the end, turning right onto Pilgrims way. 
14. After 300 meters, turn left into the fields. 
15. Reaching Paddlesworth road at the end of the footpath, turn right to reach St. Benedict’s church on the 

left. 

 

Part 3: St. Benedict’s to Holly Hill Wood carpark 

16. Leaving St. Benedict’s church, turn left to continue on 
Paddlesworth Road. 

17. After 100 meters turn right into footpath through the fields, back 
to the Pilgrims way. 

18. Turn left into the Pilgrims way. 
19. Cross Birling Hill Road to continue the footpath on the left. 
20. After 275 meters turn right into the fields. 
21. Enter through the gate to cross another field. Note the Memorial 

to Sq/Ldr. Philip (Tommy) Campbell Pinkham AFC on the left. 
22. Continue up the hill and turn left at the top. 
23. Turn right at the second gate to enter Holly Hill leading to the car 

park to complete the circular walk.  
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