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Introduction

This past year has been one of joyful gatherings, and renewed purpose for the St.

Benedict’s church. As Friends of St. Benedict’s and its surrounding community, we’ve
continued to nurture both heritage and hospitality. Whether through fundraising tea &

cake sales, history talks, or moments of reflection during quiet time, our collective

efforts have revived the spirit of Paddlesworth, and our events were welcomed by the

community.

Community Engagement

Christmas Carols at Paddlesworth: With a packed church of over 50 people the
Carol singing event on 19 December 2024 marked the start of our “Friends of St.
Benedict’s in Paddlesworth” charity. At the end of the event, Doug announced
that we would be Dode’s nominated charity for next year. The event was
preceded by cleaning & decorating of the church, and the ad-hoc choir had 3
rehearsals in the church.

Step into spring: Over 50 visitors attended our 4" of May open day. Around 40
people joined William’s Walk from Dode to Paddlesworth where, upon arrival the

first teas and cake event took place, followed by a history talk in the evening.

History talks: We were happy take up Doug’s (caretaker of Dode) offer to hold
history talks in the church. The first talk “Reunited” took place on May 4™. Two
more talks were scheduled for September 2025.

Open church with Tea and Cake: Although the church is open every day, many
people don’t know this. The 4 open church events with a tea and cake sale on a
Sunday afternoon proved the ideal opportunity for the community to come
together.

Quiet time: Despite low attendance, we feel that over time this could become a
cherished fixture, fostering connection and conversation among villagers and
visitors.

Heritage open days: The Church was open daily during the heritage open days
12-21 September to view a display of historic photographs and drawings of St.
Benedict's Church. On September 14" we organised a walk and a talk event with



our sister church at Dode. William’s walk started at Holly Hill car park and was
well attended (~15). The interactive talk at St. Benedict church had ~25 people in
attendance.

Preservation & Improvements

e Structural Appraisal: Sarah Fromel, an architectural conservation student at
the University of Kent, produced a thorough survey of St Benedict's Church. This
document provides valuable information on future maintenance priorities.

e Windows: All three of the glass-in-lead windows in the Nave are in need of repair
and we’re in active conversation with the CCT to get these restored and
preserved in 2025-2026.

o Exterior walls: A small collapse on the west side of the church is gradually
getting bigger and needs repairing at some point. We have notified the CCT

o Utilities: The church has no water or electricity supply. Paddlesworth farmer
Martin Lingham kindly provided a water tap and an electricity box outside the
church, for the charity to use. We’ve had some consistent feedback to keep the
church without the supply of electricity. This means of course that the charity will
need to continue putting extension leads into the church for tea and cake events
and history talks.

Friends & Donations

e Friends: Anyone can become a friend and member of the charity for £10 a year.
As of 10 September 2025 the charity has 12 members
e Donations:
o £39.49 received through the website and cash donations
o £1395 received from The Lost Village of Dode
o £500received from The Marsh Charitable Trust (CCT Award ceremony)



Fundraising & Finance

Category Amount (£)
Donations 1,934.49
Memberships 77.20
Tea and Cake sales 567.14
Interest Received 13.55
Event costs -456.56
Operating Costs -259.20
Net Balance 1,876.62

We remain in a stable financial position, with reserves earmarked for future and
community initiatives.

Gratitude
We extend heartfelt thanks to:

e Ourvolunteers, who give their time and energy so generously.

e The Lost Village of Dode for their unwavering support.

e The Churches Conservation Trust for their support and guidance.

e Everyone who walks through our doors, whether for one of our events, curiosity,
or quiet contemplation.

Looking Ahead
In the coming year, we aim to:

e Formalise our charity through
o Formal appointment of executive committee
o Registering with Charity Commission
o Open dedicated bank account
e Continue our relationship with, and receive support from our sister church, Dode
e Continue to organise cake sale, talks and carol singing events
e Evaluate Quiet time events
e Organise new events



Closing Thoughts

St. Benedict’s is more than stone and timber—it’s a living testament to faith, friendship,
and community. As Friends, we carry forward its legacy with love and care. Thank you
for being part of this journey.

Friends of St. Benedict’s Committee
Paddlesworth, September 2025



